7th Grade Glossary of Music Terms (no symbols)
a cappella………………...Unaccompanied singing; singing only with no instruments at all.  Literally, “in chapel (church)”
accelerando (accel.)........Gradually increase tempo; speed up (accelerate)


accent…………….……….To emphasize by making louder; a sudden loud note.  Looks like a tiny decrescendo (arrow).
accompaniment….………Instrumental background; the instruments that go along with singing
allegro…………….………Quick tempo (fast speed)

alto…….……….…………Lowest female voice (soprano, alto, tenor, bass)
articulation……………….The way a note is started or ended, such as staccato (detached), legato (smooth), or accent (suddenly loud)
a tempo…………………..Literally, “to speed”. Return to previous tempo (such as after a ritardando)

balance……………….…..The proportional volume between parts; each part (such as soprano, alto) is the same loudness as the others
band…………………….…An instrumental ensemble including woodwinds, brass, and percussion (but NOT bowed strings)
bar…………………………A box of music; a measure
bar line……………...........Line between measures (also “measure line”)
bass……………………….Lowest male voice (soprano, alto, tenor, bass)
bass clef…………...……..The clef for lower voices/men/low instruments.  Looks like a backwards “C” with two dots.
blend……………………….All the singers or players mix together; no one sticks out.  Accomplished with uniform vowel sounds
choir…………………..…..An ensemble of singers

crescendo (cresc.)...........Gradually increase volume (get louder).  Looks like an arrow getting bigger as you go.
decrescendo (decresc.)....Gradually decrease volume (get softer).  Looks like an arrow getting smaller as you go.
descant…………………….A harmony part higher than the melody
diction……………………...The pronunciation of words in singing.  Diction must be clear or the audience won’t understand the words.

double bar line…………….Two vertical lines (one is usually very dark) that mark the end of a section of music
dynamics…………………..The loudness or quietness of music (volume).  Examples: forte (f; loud), mezzo piano (mp; medium soft)
ensemble…………………..A group of musicians performing together, such as a band, orchestra, or choir
fermata…………………….a hold.  Also called a “bird’s eye”.  Hold the note until the conductor signals to go on.

flat (b)………………………Lowers the pitch a half step; sing or play a bit lower.  Looks sort of like a “b”.
forte f……………………….Loud

fortissimo ff………………..Very loud

genre……………………..…A category of music, such as rock, hip hop, blues, etc.  The ones for 7th grade are waltz, march, hymn, oratorio
harmony
…………………….2 or more notes that go together nicely; 2 or more pitches sounding at the same time
homophonic…………………A melody with supportive harmony

hymn (chorale)……………..A song of praise to God.  Usually sung in church by a choir or the congregation (audience).
.

Intonation………………..…singing in tune
key signature…………..…..Sharps or flats at the beginning of each staff that tell the location of “do”.

ledger line………………..…Small horizontal line used for notes too high or too low for the staff

legato…………………….…Smooth and connected

lento………………….……..Slow tempo (slow speed)
major………………….…….8-tone solfege (do-re-mi) scale from "do" to "do". Major music usually sounds happy, safe, good; normal.
march……………….………Allegro (fast) music in “2” for parades, football games, etc.
measure……………………A box of music (also, a “bar”)

melody…………………….. The tune of a song (not the rhythm; not the harmony.  The tune!)
meter………………………..Groupings of beats in 2s, 3s, 4s, etc.
meter signature……………The numbers at the beginning of the music that tell beats per measure and the kind of note that gets one beat (such as 2/4, 3/4, 4/4, Common time, etc.).  It’s also called a time signature.
mezzo forte mf……………..Medium loud

mezzo piano mp.
...............Medium quiet; medium soft

minor……………………..….8-tone solfege scale from "Ia" to "Ia".  Minor music often sounds sad, mad, creepy, scary, blue, not good.
moderato……………..…….Moderate tempo; medium speed
monophonic …………..…...A single unaccompanied melody line.  Similar to unison.
mood………………….…….The feeling conveyed in music

music notation………….….The art of expressing music in writing

natural………………………Cancels a sharp or flat.  Looks like “L” and “7” together.
oratorio……………………..A religious story told with a choir, solos and an orchestra.  Handel’s “Messiah” is the most famous one.
orchestra…………………..An instrumental ensemble including woodwinds, brass, and percussion and bowed strings
ostinato…………………….A repeating musical pattern

partner song……………….2 different songs sung at the same time

pianissimo pp……………..Very quiet; very soft

piano p…………………….Quiet; soft

pitch………………………..A note; or the highness or lowness of a note (sopranos can sing very high pitches)
polyphonic…………………Many melodies at once

repeat sign……………….. Sign that says to play or sing the section again.  Looks like a double bar line with two dots.
rhythm……………….…….The beat of the music; sound in time

ritardando (rit.)…………….Gradually decrease tempo; get slower
round…………….………….2 or more people singing the same song starting at different times

sharp #………………….….Raises the pitch a half step; sing or play a bit higher.  Looks like tic-tac-toe.
soprano………………….…Highest female voice (soprano, alto, tenor, bass)
staccato………………....…Sing or play short and detached, like tiptoeing.  Looks like little dots above or below the notes.
staff (staves)………..….….The five lines music is written on.  The plural of staff is staves.

system…………….……….The grouping of staves performed together. One staff might be for sopranos, one for altos, one for piano, etc

tempo………………………The speed of the music

tenor ……………………….Highest male voice (soprano, alto, tenor, bass)
tie …………………………..Curved line joining 2 notes of the same pitch together (add their time values)
timbre ………………………Tone color; the unique sound produced by individual instruments or voices

time signature……………The numbers at the beginning of the music that tell beats per measure and the kind of note that gets one beat (such as 2/4, 3/4, 4/4, Common time, etc.).  It’s also called a meter signature.
treble clef………………….. The clef for higher voices/women/high instruments.  That curvy, snaky thing at the beginning of the staff (sort of like &).
unison……………………….Everyone sings or plays exactly the same notes (unified). Similar to monophony.
waltz………………………….A dance in “3” for couples (such as a man and a woman) at a wedding or ball
