Essential Question: What makes a song major or minor?
Area of Interaction: Homo Faber—developing an awareness of and an appreciation for human creativity (how are some songs written?).
Major Songs vs. Minor Songs

These terms and ideas have NOTHING to do with whether a song is fast or slow, loud or soft, or high or low!  They have to do with what notes make up the scale that the songs are built from!

Major Songs  (: Major songs are built on a (solfege) scale from do to do (first five scale tones are do, re, mi, fa, so).  Major songs tend to sound happy, peaceful, and normal.  In major songs, everything is fine; the weather is good; we are safe, etc., etc.
Examples:

Pay Me My Money Down

Go for Baroque

Oh, Freedom

Do, Lord

Tina Singu
Minor Songs (: Minor songs are built on a (solfege) scale from la to la (first five scale tones are la, ti, do, re, mi).  Minor songs tend to sound sad, mournful, angry, or dangerous.  In minor songs, things are not good; we are hungry or angry or sad or afraid; the weather is lousy or threatening; we are not safe, etc., etc.

Examples:

This Old Hammer

Old Abram Brown

Hey, Ho

Ah, Poor Bird

Zum, Gali, Gali







