Unit 8: Genre
This unit has only six terms in it.  Easy!

1. genre……………………..…A category of music, such as rock, hip hop, blues, etc.  The ones for 7th grade are waltz, march, hymn spiritual, oratorio

That’s pretty clear.  There are many, many genres of music.  It would be a lifetime of work to study even a fraction of them in much detail.  You probably know a great deal about the genres (the types of music) that you listen to—you may know a lot more about your favorite type of music than some music teachers do.  Good for you!

What follows now is a brief discussion of WHY we study some genres more than others.  If you really don’t care or have the time, just skip ahead to #2: Waltz.
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Good question!  There are many reasons, some having to do with school appropriateness, some are about copyright issues (we can’t just download and photocopy whatever we can find—that’s illegal!).  But the most important reason is simple: you already know a lot about your favorite popular genres!  And even if you don’t, you could easily and quickly learn a lot more.  That information is out there everywhere, and recording artists and recording companies REALLY want you to get it (that’s how they make their zillions of dollars).
A big part of every music teacher’s job is to help you learn about genres you don’t know much about, and aren’t likely to learn about on your own.  Some of these genres are quite popular (with many grown-ups), and most grown-ups know something about them and really like playing them, listening to them, or even dancing to them from time to time.  It’s quite likely you will want to know about them at some point in your life (the waltz and the oratorio are good examples of that).
[image: image2.wmf][image: image3.wmf]Other genres you may study as a music student don’t have as much popular appeal: some adults REALLY like them, but lots of other folks just give them a big YAWN (opera may be a good example of that).  But believe it or not, opera, symphony, and many other types of “classical” music are a big part of our history and heritage, and studying them teaches us a lot about where we came from and who we are as members of a global society (European music has influenced and been influenced by just about every world culture you could name!).  Besides, once you learn a bit about them, you find out they really are pretty cool in their own old-fashioned, retro kind of way.  It’s hard to find somebody that really studies Beethoven but ends up not liking his music.
So here are three older genres we’ll study a bit in 7th grade music (waltz, march and hymn), plus spirituals (so we can tell spirituals from hymns) plus one genre thrown in from the Baroque Era (oratorio).  First up is the waltz.

2. waltz………………………….A dance in “3” for couples (such as a man and a woman) at a wedding or ball
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Some dances are line dances or group dances (like the Electric Slide); some you can dance to by yourself (like most rock and hip hop).  But some dances are really for couples, and the waltz is one of them!  Few sights are more beautiful and elegant than a couple waltzing gracefully around a ballroom.  ONE two, three, ONE two three.  Pretty cool!  

Waltzing is pretty common at weddings and other formal dances.  It’s fairly easy to learn the basic steps, and lots of people do just that (learn the basic steps) just so they can dance at a wedding.  Maybe someday you will do just that!  AWWWWWWWWWW! (
3. march……………….………Allegro (fast) music in “2” for parades, football games, etc.
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Most people know about this one.  At parades and football games, the band is often playing a really snappy tune in two. That would be a march.  Lots of marches are pretty old, but they still make you tap your toe!  Most marches are quite energetic and allegro (fairly fast), and they are almost ALWAYS in 2.  Why?
BECAUSE PEOPLE HAVE TWO FEET!  (
Marches are also associated with the military, because that’s how an army gets around when there aren’t enough trucks or jeeps (or good roads).  So marches also make a lot of people think about wars.  Bummer!  (
For waltz and march, meter and tempo are kind of giveaway clues: if music is moderato or allegro and in 3, it’s probably a waltz.  If it’s allegro and in 2, it’s probably a march.  For our next genre, however, meter and tempo aren’t as useful as clues.

4. hymn (chorale)……………..A song of praise to God.  Usually sung in church by a choir or the congregation (audience).

Chorale is just another word for hymn (OK, not exactly, but close enough).  For a hymn, meter doesn’t matter; it could be anything (2, 3, 4, 6, 12 . . .).  Tempo could also be anything, but most hymns are moderato (medium speed), or lento (slow). The biggest clues for a hymn are voicing and lyrics. 
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[image: image7.wmf]Voicing simply means, “Who is singing”. The voicing will most likely be a church choir or church congregation (audience). If it’s a trained choir with both men and women (a mixed choir), the voicing is likely to be SATB (Soprano, Alto, Tenor, Bass).   The lyrics (words to the song) will be about a religious subject, such as praise to God or Jesus.  There are exceptions!  “America the Beautiful” is a hymn to (you guessed it) America. That’s how you tell a hymn: it’s a song of praise.
“But wait!” you say, “I know another genre that’s a lot like a hymn—a spiritual!”  
5. How do you tell a spiritual from a hymn?  I’m so glad you asked!

In some cases, you don’t.  Some hymns are spirituals; some spirituals are hymns.  But if you really have to tell a difference, here are some tips.  They’re both often sung in church, usually by the choir or the congregation, and they’re both about the same religious subjects. But . . .
· one may be more like jazz: faster, cooler beat; more syncopated rhythms; more African American influence. It may use less formal words. The accompaniment instruments and technology may be more like jazz: drum set, electric guitar and bass, jazz piano or electronic keyboards, saxophones; microphones and PA systems.  The musicians would be less likely to be reading music as they perform (they perform from memory or by ear). The ensemble might not have a conductor standing out front.  That would probably be a spiritual.   There is one more thing: In many cases, we don’t know who wrote a spiritual, and to many people, it doesn’t matter! Many spirituals (when written out) just say “traditional” or “Anonymous” or “African American” where the composer’s name would be.
· one may stick to more standard, “academic” English.  It will be more European influenced, without much in the way of snappy syncopations or jazz rhythms. Its lyrics will be more formal, and it may use out-of-date words like “thee” and “thou”.  The accompaniment instruments would probably be organ, symphony orchestra, or “classical” piano. In many cases, no microphone or PA would be used.  The singers and players would probably be reading music as they perform.  There may well be a conductor standing out front.  That would more likely be a hymn.  Finally, on written music, the composer of a hymn is usually identified by name, like “G.F. Handel” or J.S. Bach”.
Again, these are just tips; they are certainly not always true.  Besides, we usually don’t have to decide what is a hymn and what is a spiritual: lots of “church songs” are both, and it usually doesn’t really matter.  

It should also be said that lots of church songs may be neither!  “Praise music”, common in many churches these days, can be more like folk or rock or other genres—a lot of “praise music” doesn’t really fit the descriptions of spiritual OR hymn.  That’s fine too, of course!  Speaking of praise music that’s not a hymn or spiritual . . .
We’re going to talk about one more genre here: oratorio.
6. oratorio……………………..A religious story told with a choir, solos and an orchestra.  Handel’s “Messiah” is the most famous one.
An oratorio is a LONG work, as long as a movie or a whole concert, with many sections or “movements” (pieces of music like songs).  Oratorio sounds a little like opera (big, loud, classically-trained voices, some soloists, a choir, a big “classical” orchestra).  But oratorio doesn’t look like opera, and it isn’t about the same things that most operas are.  Here are some differences:

	Opera
	Oratorio

	The soloists are the stars of an opera.  There may be a choir (called the chorus), but most of the singing is done by soloists.
	The choir is the star of an oratorio.  There are soloists, but most of the singing is done by a big mixed (SATB) choir.

	An opera is like a play or a musical: it tells a story with actors (the soloists).
	An oratorio tells a story, but with the words of the music (the lyrics) only.  There are no actors.

	Along with acting, many operas have lots of dancing or sword fights or other stage movement.
	Dancing or other stage movement are not part of oratorios.

	The story of most operas is like a fairy tale: monsters, witches, magic, strange creatures, scary events (like Hansel and Gretel), OR sappy love stories (like Romeo and Juliet).
	The stories for Oratorios come from the Bible.  So they are about Jesus or Moses or Noah or other characters or tales from the Bible (especially the Old Testament).  The most famous Oratorio, Handel’s Messiah, tells the story of the birth, life, and death of Jesus as told in the New Testament.  That’s why it’s often performed at Christmas time or Easter.

	Opera uses a theatrical stage with costumes, sets, backdrops, and props.
	Oratorio is not performed on a theatrical stage.  There are no sets, costumes, backdrops, or props.

	Operas are not suitable material for church or a worship service.  They have little or nothing to do with religion.
	Oratorios are religious.  They are usually performed as a concert, often in a church.  Parts of them are often performed as part of a church service.


Again, an oratorio is a religious story told with a choir, solos and an orchestra.  The most famous oratorio by far is Handel’s Messiah.  That’s the one the “Hallelujah Chorus” comes from.  If you remember that, you’ll have at least a clue.  
THANKS for learning about genres!

(  ENJOY MUSIC MAKING!  (
