Unit 4: Ensemble Information
1. An ensemble is a group of things that go together.  For example, an outfit of clothes often has matching parts (silver earrings, silver purse, silver belt buckle, silver straps on the shoes).  That’s called an ensemble.

[image: image1]In music, therefore, an ensemble is a group of musicians.  You know lots of ensembles already!  There are choirs,
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bands,
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orchestras, 
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rock bands, etc.
For our purposes, we’ll concentrate on three:

[image: image7.wmf]2. A choir is a group of singers.  That’s easy!
Choirs are also called choruses sometimes.  A choir and a chorus are pretty much the same thing.
There are four main parts in a mixed choir (men and women together).  There are Sopranos (the higher-sounding women), Altos (the lower women), Tenors (the higher-sounding men) and Basses (the lower men).  That’s why many mixed choirs are called SATB (Soprano, Alto, Tenor, Bass).
3. Next up is the band. When we talk about band here, we mean like a school band or a marching band, NOT a rock band or a country band (that’s different!).

[image: image8.wmf]A band (like a school band) is a group that includes woodwinds (like flutes, clarinets, and oboes),
brass (like trumpets and trombones), and
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 percussion (stuff you hit to make the sound, like drums and cymbals).
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4. Our last ensemble is orchestra.  You might think an orchestra just has strings (like violins and ‘cellos).
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But you would be wrong!
Huh?!(
In elementary and junior high schools, most orchestras have only strings (that’s really called a string orchestra).  But out in the big, beautiful, complicated grown-up world, orchestras have everything bands have, PLUS strings!
[image: image9.wmf]This is called full orchestra.  Here is a typical full orchestra seating chart:
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So if you hear brass, woodwinds, or percussion AND strings (that is, bowed strings, like violins, NOT guitars, banjoes, and such), think orchestra.  If you hear just woodwinds or brass or percussion, but NOT strings, think band.  Easy!

Our next terms are balance and blend. 
[image: image11.wmf]5. Balanced, as you know,  means even or equal.  In music, balance means you can hear each part evenly, or in proportion to the others.  For example, if there are two sections playing in a band, like trumpets and drums, and the drums drown out the trumpets, the band is not balanced.  If an SATB choir is singing, and you can hear the men, but not the women, the choir is out of balance.  It’s like a bird with two wings: if one wing is too strong or too weak, the bird cannot fly.  The wings (sections of the ensemble) must be balanced for the music to sound good.

6. Blended, of course, means mixed together evenly.  If you put a bunch of fruit in a blender and then run it, after a few seconds, everything is mixed together, and you can’t tell what used to be what.
In music, blend means all the singers or players sound like part of the group and no one sticks out.

[image: image12.wmf]If you can stand back 20 feet from a group and hear one person sticking out like a sore thumb, the group has poor blend.  In order to sound unified, the members of the ensemble must try to sound like one group (blended), and not a bunch of people competing (not blended!).
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Choirs get good blend by using uniform vowel sounds (pronouncing their words the same).

 Our last two terms are opposites: accompanied and a cappella.

7. To accompany is to go along with.  So if a singer is singing and the piano is playing along, the piano is the accompaniment.  Simply put, the accompaniment is the instruments that go along with the singing.
8. A cappella (“ah cappella”) is an Italian term which means singing with NO accompaniment.  Literally, it means, “in church” (in chapel).  Centuries ago, the Roman Catholic Church said that NO INSTRUMENTS could play in church (not even the organ!); there could be ONLY SINGING.  So a cappella means singing only; NO INSTRUMENTS!
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