Name__________________________________________________________________Choir hour ____________
The Instruments of the Orchestra

Guiding Question: “What am I hearing?”

Area of Interaction: Approaches to Learning: learn to recognize 16 instruments by hearing them over and over as you draw them and learn how they are played and what they are made of.
Interdisciplinary connection: Active Listening (7th grade Spanish)

Computer Directions: 

1. Get logged in.
2. Plug headphones into the proper jack on the front of the computer.

3. On the desktop, doubleclick on Volume Control.  Set it to your desired level.
4. Double click on “Home” folder and/or select the I: drive (NVJHAssign on ‘escstu01\ StudentAssignments’ I:)
5. Scroll down to the “Reisetter items” folder and open it.

6. Open the “Instruments of the Orchestra” folder

7. Open the “Instruments of the Orchestra Web Pages” document

8. Choose a website and open it (either by clicking, right clicking, or cutting and pasting the URL). 

9. Play each instrument over and over as you draw it, read about it, and write about it.
Worksheet directions:  For each instrument: 
1. Draw (sketch) the instrument in the box and fill in its name.
2. Write a sentence that is meaningful to you about how the instrument sounds.


For example:



Thin/thick or slender/fat, Warm/cold, Nasal/rich, Metallic/woody, Hollow/solid, Hard/soft, Smooth/rough, Harsh/mellow, Strong/weak, Flighty/calm, Bold/shy, Fluid or flowing/chunky or solid

Example: To me, the harpsichord sounds sort of clunky and tinny.

OR, write a sentence about something the sound of the instrument reminds you of. 

Example: The harpsichord reminds me of an old-fashioned mechanical toy piano.

3. Write a sentence about how the instrument is played (read the websites).

Example: The English horn is played by blowing through the double reed.
4. Write a sentence about what the instrument is made of (read the websites).  Example: The English horn is made of expensive wood.
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There are so many!  Here are a few main ones:
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The main four:
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The S _ _ _ _ _ s Family
The main four (they look very similar):
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1. Draw each instrument (just sketch it). 2. Write a sentence about how the instrument sounds.  


3. Write a sentence about how it is played.  4. Write a sentence about what it is made of.
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