Characteristics of Baroque (1600-1750) Music
BESIDES fancy, frilly, busy, ornate, ornamented, complicated, complex, confusing, decorated, a lot going on . . .
1. Musical ornaments (trills, turns, arpeggios) were common.
2. Polyphony (more than one melody at once) was typical.  This is less common in other music (such as Classical) which came later.

3. Steady tempo: tempo changes were rare (just like the peasants: work, work, work; no stopping or resting).
4. Steady dynamics: long, drawn-out crescendos and decrescendos were rare.
5. Terraced dynamics: sudden, small dynamic changes, as if the players had suddenly switched instruments, were common.
6. Keyboard music: only organ and harpsichord were used (piano had not yet been invented). The piano later took the place of the harpsichord. This means if you hear a harpsichord, it’s likely to be Baroque music.  

7. If you hear a piano, it’s not Baroque.
8. Percussion instruments (drums, cymbals, tambourines) were not used much in orchestras yet (except for timpani or “kettle drums”).
9. Saxophones, tubas, and all electronic instruments had not yet been invented.  If you hear a sax (or anything electric), it’s probably NOT Baroque. 
10. Orchestras were small.  Most performances took place in a ballroom room in the palace, a small concert hall or a church.  If you hear a huge, monster, deafening orchestra, it’s probably not Baroque.
11. Jazz was still unknown.  If you hear ANYTHING like jazz, swing, ragtime, soul, blues, spirituals, country, rock, , R&B, hip hop, etc., it’s NOT Baroque.

