Apuntes de pronunciación
1. Spanish is a vowel-centered language.
2. The letter “a” is the most relaxed vowel.
3. The letter “i” is the tightest, most tense vowel.
4. “U” and “i” are weak vowels.  “A”, “e”, and “o” are strong vowels
5. The number of vowels in a word equals the number of syllables UNLESS…a weak vowel is next to another vowel (strong or weak) they equal one syllable UNLESS…the weak vowel has an accent mark, then they are two syllables.
6. “r” between vowels is pronounced like the two “t’s” in butter or a “d” or “t”.

“r” when it’s the initial or final letter is rolled.
7. “d” when it’s the initial letter is a hard sound like dog.


“d” when it’s the final letter or between vowels is soft like the.
8. Spanish “s” equals English “s”.


Spanish “z” equals English “s”, except in Spain where it sounds like “thin”.
9. There are five consonants in Spanish with less aspiration (air escaping).  They are:  “p”, “b”, “v ”, “c” (when it’s like a “k”), and “t”.
10. The soft “c” sounds like an “s” except in Spain where it sounds like “thin”.
11. The letter “c” has a hard /k/ sound in front of a,o, u, and consonants (ca, co, cu, cl…)  The letter “c” has a soft /s/ sound in front of e and i.
12. The letter “g” has a hard sound (like good) in front of a, o, u, and consonants (ga, go, gu, gr…).  The letter “g” has a soft /h/ sound in front of e and i.

13. The sound /gay/ is spelled gue and the sound /gee/ (as in Tuskegee) is spelled gui.  The sound /kay/ is spelled que and the sound /key/ is qui.
14. The letter j makes an /h/ sound always.
15. The letter l is like the English /l/.  The letter ll is like the English /y/.  In some countries it is pronounced like /jh/.
16. The letter v is pronounced /b/.
17. The letter h is always silent.
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