ABC’s

Chapter 1

VOCABULARY:  Know vocabulary from pages 9 – 12 and handshapes from ASL Handshapes worksheet.

PERSONAL PRONOUNS: The handshape for a personal pronoun (any word that replaces a noun – HE, SHE, IT, YOU) is the IX handshape.   You point directly at the noun you are replacing.  Pointing in ASL/Deaf Culture is a vital part of the language, it is NOT considered rude.

BASIC INTRODUCTIONS:  Introductions are part of Deaf Culture and should be done when you meet someone or when you see them again to clarify names.  The basic form is as follows:

SIGNER A:  HELLO.  Ask for name  (YOU NAME WHAT (whq))

SIGNER B:  tell name, ask for name (ME NAME fingerspell.  YOU NAME WHAT (whq).

SIGNER A:  tell name, clarify  (ME NAME fingerspell.  YOU NAME fingerspell their name (q).

SIGNER B:  confirm/negate, clarify (YES/NO, YOU NAME fingerspell their name (q)).

SIGNER A:  confirm/negate, respond (YES/NO, NICE TO-MEET YOU)

SIGNER B:  respond (NICE TO-MEET YOU)

FINGERSPELLING PRACTICE:  Fingerspelling is a difficult!  Both receptive (understanding) and expressive (signing) can be challenging.  Some hints to help…

1. Configuration:  shape of the letters.  Are the letters tall, short or tailed.  This will help you limit the number of options.
2. Context:  what is the topic you are talking about

3. Whole word:  think of it as a word not individual letters.  This helps with receptive and expressive fingerspelling.  When you sign C-A-T , don’t say C-A-T rather say cat.  When you watch fingerspelling, think of the sounds those letters make rather than the letters.

4. Palm faces out toward the reader.  

5. Keep your hand still – this isn’t an old fashioned typewriter.  

6. Double letter can be shown by moving slightly outward.

PRACTICE

Think of a topic (animals), then think of 6 animals.  Tell your partner the topic, then fingerspell each animal name.  When you are done, have your partner tell you the names they saw.    Do this several times.

When driving down the road, listening to music, listening in class, etc. try fingerspelling.  Work on fluency, don’t worry about speed until you can clearly form the letters and move from one to another.

MIRROR GAME: 
Do this  with your partner.  Start with basic facial expressions like brows up, down, smile, frown, etc.  Have your partner copy you.  Then add head movements – nod, shake head, lean forward.  As you progress add arm and body movements.  Your partner should copy in a mirror image of those movements.  Then change and have the other person direct the copying.

Now change the game, your partner should copy exact movements.  If you move right, they should move right (it will look like the opposite).

HEARING LOSS EXPERIMENT:
Print the assignment called “hearing loss experiment”.  Check with your school nurse for ear plugs and conduct experiments of 3/5 options given.  You will then write a paper outlining your experience.  

ASSESSMENT:
Fingerspelling and handshapes.  Also 5 sentences to write in ASL/English.  Short answer questions related to the syllabus.

